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SUBJECT: TEXT OF ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL'S LETTER TO SECRETARY 
OF COMMERCE KREPS 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A LETTER SENT ON JULY 20 
TO SECRETARY OE COMMERCE KREPS PROM ILO DIRECTOR 
GENERAL BLANCHARD: BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MADAM SECRETARY: 

THE UNITED STATES WILL SOON BE DECIDING ON WHETHER 
TO LET THE LETTER OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION RUN ITS COURSE. (PARA) 

I BELIEVE THAT A STRONG CASE CAN BE MADE POR CONTINUED 
US PARTICIPATION, PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
BROAD THRUST OF US FOREIGN POLICY AS DEPINED BY 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND MEMBERS OP HIS CABINET. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT I WAS GREATLY 
IMPRESSED BY THE BREADTH OF VIEW AND HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE OF YOUR INDEPENDENCE DAY ADDRESS 
IN BOSTON. (PARA) I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO MAKE THIS CASE DIRECTLY AND PERSONALLY TO YOU BEFORE 
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YOU JOIN WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CABINET-LEVEL 
COMMITTEE IN MAKING A RECOMMENDATION TO THE PRESIDENT. (PARA) 
AS I AM TELLING OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE AS 
WELL, I AM READY TO COME TO WASHINGTON AT ANY TIME THAT 
MAY BE CONVENIENT. YOURS SINCERELY, (SIGNED) 

FRANCIS BLANCHARD END TEXT.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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